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Developing 
Literacy at DVIS
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What does DVIS believe?

At a basic level, a literate person can read and write.

Our vision of literacy is wider. We aim to teach children 
how to understand and apply what they read and 
hear, and to communicate effectively both orally and in 
writing.

We seek to excite and inspire children through a 
rich and varied literacy programme that requires active 
participation.

Mar 88:05 pm

Early Years Curriculum Guidance

Prime Area:
Communication and language
Listening- Children listen attentively in a range of situations. 

Understanding: Children follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. 
They answer ‘how‛ and ‘why‛ questions. 

Speaking: Children express themselves effectively, showing awareness of listeners‛ needs. 

Literacy
Reading: Children read and understand simple sentences. Word reading and comprehension.

Writing: children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds.  
They write simple sentences.

Sep 2316:42

National Curriculum Guidance
 

The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• read easily, fluently and with good understanding 
• develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and 
information 
• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge 
of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 
• write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style 
in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences 
• appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 
• are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal 
presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate.
• use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and 
explain clearly their understanding and ideas 

Dec 2314:07

The 3 components of literacy

Speaking & Listening

Reading

Writing

Dec 2314:17

Speaking & Listening

Being able to articulate one‛s thoughts coherently and to listen 
and respond constructively to those of others, is a vital life 
skill, and one that underlies good reading and writing.

We believe in encouraging and positively promoting good 
speaking and listening skills from first entry into Reception.
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Speaking & Listening at DVIS

* Foundation Stage - 
'What is good listening?' 
  Games and activities 
  Helicopter stories

* Show and tell
* Behaviour policy/school values 
* Toy 'allowing' a child to speak in circle time
* 'Talk to your partner'
* Team work 
* Ensuring all participate on the carpet - mini whiteboards, targeted 
questioning, pick up sticks
* Drama and role play
* Music

Dec 2315:36

How can you help at home?

* Talk with (not just to) your child!
* Encourage them to speak in sentences 
* Play word games (eg Granny went to market and bought...).
* Play I spy with a specific sound
* Word of the week (to extend vocab).
* Watch a TV programme/read a book and discuss. 
* Draw together and chat.
*Talk about ideas for writing as well as afterwards 
discussing what your child has written.
* Discuss the meaning of new vocab whether seen in a 
book or in the environment.

Dec 2314:07

Reading

What do the words say? What do the words mean?

Decoding (phonics) Word recognition
Comprehension

Nov 1617:16

One person should read the text aloud, whilst their partner notes their body language and 
the strategies they use to read the text.

Start here and read right to left.

   

 yehT  .srehto eht fo ngis on llits saw erehT
woN. pmac eht dehcaorppa yeht sa deppots

was yeht, nehT  .nees eb ot eno on saw ereht
etihw taerg a sexob eht fo eno fo pot eht no

!derbhguoroht on saw ti, god

Activity

Nov 1617:16

                                               There was still no sign of the others. They 
yehT  .srehto eht fo ngis on llits saw erehT

                                               stopped as they approached the camp. Now
woN. pmac eht dehcaorppa yeht sa deppots

there was no one to be seen. Then, they saw
 was yeht, nehT  .nees eb ot eno on saw ereht

on the top of the boxes a giant white
etihw taerg a sexob eht fo eno fo pot eht no

dog, it was no thoroughbred!
!derbhguoroht on saw ti, god

Dec 2314:58

How do we teach reading at DVIS?

Phonics

Guided reading

Home reading

YR: environmental sounds/Rhyme 
(Phase 1) 
single-letter sounds & some 
common double-letter sounds 
(phase 2)

Y1: Most double- and triple-letter 
sounds. 
Phonics test at end of year.

Y2: Consolidation all sounds, 
moving on to alternative sounds 
and spellings.

Re-test children who did not pass 
the Phonics test in year1.

Small guided groups lead by 
the teacher and the teaching 
assistant. 

 

Children take home an 
appropriate levelled book to 
read with parents (Mon, Wed 
& Fri Yr 1&2) (Mon & Thurs 
Recep)
 
Children should read the 
books twice - focusing firstly 
on decoding words, and 
secondly for fluency and 
comprehension.

Volunteer readers at DVIS
1:1 time with children, listening to them read 
and discussing the book. 
Volunteers needed!
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What do words say?

Children are all amazing and they all develop at their own speed.

By the end of Reception children should be able to read and 
understand simple sentences by phonetically decoding regular words 
and some common irregular words.

By the end of Year 1 children should be able to recognise digraphs 
and trigraphs and be able to recognise the top 100 high frequency 
words.

By the end of Year 2 children should recognise alternative digraphs 
that make the same sound and recognise the top 200 high frequency 
words.

Mar 89:26 pm

Guided Reading KS1 - A strategy which allows teachers to work closely with small 
groups of children on an aspect of reading to help develop their reading skills.   

Each session has a learning objectives and a follow up activity.

Early Years children are read with 1:1 initially. 

In the summer term they begin guided reading in small groups.

Simple comprehension questions: I wonder what is happening here? What do you think will 
happen next? Why do you think that? 

What do the words mean?

Dec 2314:59

How can you help at home?

* Read with your child every day including wordless picture 
books. (lilac)
* Always praise your child‛s efforts. 
* Encourage your child to point to the text as they read and 
'sound out' regular words for which they know the sounds.
* Encourage the use of pictures for clues.
* Help your child build up a vocabulary of sight words-words all   
around-fridge
* Don‛t jump in to correct mistakes too early. 
* Talk about the book before (walk through) and after reading. 
* Tell your child the difficult words. 
* Encourage your child to recognise letters and words in the 
environment.
* Visit the library, even if you have lots of books at home.
* Foster a love of reading, and model it.
* Play spelling/word games- phonics play, magnetic letters, 
bingo, snap
* Question your child as they read - comprehension
* Make it fun!

Mar 89:27 pm

Avoid saying: 
No! 
That was wrong! 
That‛s an easy word! 
You should know that!  
You‛ve already had it. 
Think! 
You know this word. 
What do you mean you‛re tired? 
Come on you‛re not concentrating 
We did that yesterday! 

Try to say: 
I like the way you worked that out 
Get your mouth ready to say the 
word. 
What can you hear at the beginning/ 
the end? 
Does that make sense? 
Does it look right? 
Try that again. 
Do you know a word like that? 
Look at the picture and see if it helps 

In the early reading stages of reading:  

Dec 2314:59

High Frequency words

Competent readers recognise on sight the great  majority of words 
they read. While it is vital that children learn decoding skills so they 
can tackle unknown words, the eventual aim is to move beyond 
phonics.

A list has been produced of the top 100 High Frequency words that 
appear in children's books. These make up 50% of the words in all 
books. 

If you can help your child to recognise just the top 16 words they will 
be able to read around 30% of the words in all books.  



Developing Literacy March parent version.notebook

4

November 08, 2018

Dec 2314:59

At DVIS we follow "letters and sounds" a high quality phonics 
programme supported by the government.

Phonics teaches the 'pure' sounds (‘phonemes'), and 
how to blend these to make words.

The 'pure' sound is the actual sound you make when you say a word - 
eg the first sound of 'mat' is 'mmm', not 'muh'. If a child knows the 

pure sounds, he or she will find blending easier. 
mat- muh a tuh- x

mat-mmm a t- 

Phonics

Nov 1616:27

 Phonics

 Continuing sounds     f l m n r s sh v th z 
Without voice/from your throat   c p t ch h 
As clearly as possible   b d g w qu y 

1.50

Mar 98:44 am

Phase one- environmental sounds, rhyme, alliteration games

Phase Two Letter Progression- 
•Set 1: s a t p 
•Set 2: i n m d 
•Set 3: g o c k 
•Set 4: ck e u r 
•Set 5: h b f ff l ll ss

Phase Three letter progression-
Remainder of the letters and consonant digraphs (sh, ch, th, ng) 
Set 6: j v w x 
Set 7: y z zz 
Digraphs/trigraphs- qu ch sh th ng ai ee igh oa oo ar or ur ow oi ear air ure er 
High frequency words

Phonics Progression

Phonics Play

Nov 1814:35

Activity!

Draw a grapheme box on your white board.

clap
goats
bake

Dec 2315:21

the and
a to
said in
he I
of we
was me
on      is

How many of these words are phonically regular?

Dec 2315:21

the and
a to
said in
he I
of we
was me
on      is

How many of these words are phonically regular?

5

mnemonics-

was- worms and spiders

said- Sally Ann is dancing

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwJx1NSineE
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
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Handwriting
At DVIS we follow a handwriting scheme called penpals, this helps to 
ensure the children learn how to form letters and join correctly and 
neatly. 

Letter Families-

Sep 2211:04

Mar 810:07 pm

Pencil Grip

Mar 810:07 pm

Pencil Grip

Mar 911:05 am

Left Handers!

Sitting position same as right handers
Position paper so that it is completely to the left of the child (Never let it 
cross the midline)
Angle paper approx 45 degree angle- much greater than right handers
Specialist products (scissors, pens, pencils)

Sep 2811:56 AM

How you can help at home.

How you can help at home-
 Handwriting books, practice 1-2 pages per week with an adult to ensure.. 
*A good grasp of the pencil which then reduces pain or tiredness in 
the hand. 
*tripod grip
*Ensure letter formation is correct , as sometimes letters can look 
correct but if formed incorrectly it makes joining very difficult.
*Teach letter formation using the letter families
*Triangular pencils/left handed pencils
*Encourage chn to sit at a table for formal writing practice. (4 P's)
Follow up-
*Practice writing on lined paper
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Writing

Learning to write is difficult! Most children have little problem in finding 
motivation to learn to read, but writing is a different matter. 

The fine motor skills required for writing are physically demanding and 
take time to master. 

Also, because children initially write very slowly, it is very hard for them to 
retain ordered ideas in their heads.

It is hugely demanding on a young child to expect them to handle both of 
these tasks at the same time. They need to be carefully broken down.

Why do it? 
What and 
who is it for?

Dec 2316:25

Why do it? 
What and who is it for?

Dec 2314:17

Writing

What shall I write? How do I write it? 

spellinghandwriting

letter 
formation

joining

inspiration! structure

sentences

joining

Dec 2316:25

When do children write at DVIS?
* In YR:

- focussed writing activity with teacher
- independent writing opportunities every day - eg clipboards inside and 
out, writing area, postbox, mini books

         - During phonics sessions
- Handwriting sessions

* In Y1/Y2: 
         - literacy lessons  
         - handwriting sessions twice a week
         - cross-curricular writing opportunities.
         - Big write

- During phonics sessions
Y2: -  spellings sent home to learn 

Sep 2811:44 AM

The big yeti felt lonely. 

Who can think of a better word for big?
Create a word bank: enormous, massive, huge, gigantic

Extending sentences is also something we encourage children to do: 
Sadly, the gigantic Yeti felt lonely because he had no friends.

Children are also encouraged to change the order of sentences: 
As the yeti had no friends, sadly he felt very lonely.

Structure of sentences

Aug 720:37

Stages of writing 
1) Scribbling

* Scribbling looks like random mark making. 
* Sometimes the scribbles look like drawings.
* Although the marks do not resemble print, they are significant because the young writer uses 
them to communicate ideas. Need to always praise the children at their attempts.
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2) Pre-communicative

* Letter-like forms and strings emerge, especially letters from a child's name.
* Children can often talk about what their 'writing' means though it won't be intelligible 
to an adult. 
* Children may be able to print their own name.

There are webs in 
Spider Town.

Aug 809:47

3) Semi-phonetic

* Children are developing awareness of the sound-to-symbol 
relationship, although they may only be matching a few sounds, and often represent a 
word by its initial consonant.
* They may begin to see the differences between a letter and a word, but usually don't 
use spacing between words.
* They usually write from left to right but may reverse some letters.
* Children know what they are writing, but can not always remember what they have 
written when they have finished.

I have a goldfish 
called Ariel.

Aug 810:10

4) Phonetic

* Children write most words using beginning and ending consonant sounds and 
spell some frequently used words  correctly. They may add vowel sounds, though 
they are not always the correct ones.  
* Children may begin to leave spaces between words.  
* It is becoming easier for an adult to read the writing.

I found a lamp and 
a genie came out.

Aug 810:11

5) Transitional Phase

* The writing is readable and approaches conventional spelling. 
Spellings of words that haven't yet been learned will be phonetic.

* There are spaces between words, and punctuation and capital letters are 
starting to be used to delineate sentences.

Once upon a time, 
there was (were) four 
butterflies.  They went 
on an adventure in the 
woods.

Aug 810:11

6) Working towards end of KS1 Standard

* Children in this phase can spell most words correctly and are developing an 
understanding of root words, compound words and contractions. This understanding helps 
children spell similar words (ie they are moving beyond simple phonic strategies).
* The use of upper and lower case letters and punctuation is sometimes correct.
* They are using connectives to join sentences.

Mar 810:00 pm

7) Meeting the KS1 Standard

 • Write simple, coherent narratives both 
fiction and fact • 
• Demarcate most sentences in their 
writing with capital letters and full stops, 
and use question marks correctly when 
required • 
• Use present and past tense mostly 
correctly and consistently • 
• Use co-ordination (e.g. or / and / but) 
and some subordination (e.g. when / if / 
that / because) to join clauses • 
• Spelling many phonetic words correctly 
and make phonically-plausible attempts 
at others • 
• Spell many common exception words • 
• Form capital letters and digits of the 
correct size, orientation and relationship 
to one another and to lower-case letters
• Use spacing between words that 
reflects the size of the letters. 
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Writing opportunities at home

* Find purposeful writing activities for your child - letters, 
postcards, emails, lists, invitations, stories.

* Always be positive about your child's attempts at writing - use 
your judgment in correcting spelling.

* Encourage a good pencil grip, seating position and correct letter 
formation- very important!

* Harness the power of the computer! Typing is writing.

*Encourage young children to mark make- write anywhere!

*Motivating/make it fun! 

Nov 1616:21

Thank you!

Any questions?

Nov 410:55 am
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