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Topic Learning 

This half term our topic will be ‘Land before Time’.  We attach the topic web for this topic so you can see 

the type of learning and activities we will cover. If and when the museums open again and you would like a 

family trip one weekend, we can highly recommend going to see the dinosaurs at the Natural History Museum. 

 

Termly Learning Conferences (TLCs) 

Thank you for speaking with us on the phone for your first TLC.  It was great to be able to share with you 

how your child has been settling in and we hope that it was useful for you too. We look forward to speaking  

again for the next TLC meeting in Spring, but in the meantime please don’t hesitate to contact us with any 

query or concern you may have.  We are always happy to discuss any issues with you at a mutually convenient 

time. 

 

Phonics 

We have now introduced some of the single-letter sounds and will continue doing so until we have introduced 

the alphabet. We are blending them together to read and write simple words.  These sounds are: 

 

m, a, s, d, t, i, n, p, g, o, c, k, ck, u, b, f, e, l, h, r, j, v, y, w, z, q, x 

 

Please do practise recognising and saying the sounds with the children. The ability to rapidly recognise and 

say sounds will greatly enhance their ability to read words. You can help them to read words in their new 

reading books by getting them to split up the sounds (segment) and then blend (push the sounds back 

together) to hear the word, e.g c- a- t, repeat the sounds quickly together, c,a,t  and you have cat.  We have 

noticed that some of the children are saying sounds with a ‘uh’ at the end, rather than the clear sound e.g. 

muh for the sound mmm or tuh for tttt. This video shows exactly how each sound is said. Please do have a 

look if you would like to clarify how to say the sounds of the alphabet. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwJx1NSineE  

(Or on You Tube search for phonics pronunciation). 

 

Mathematical development 

This half term we are looking in depth at the lower numbers and how we can represent them in different 

ways and what these numbers actually mean. We are also continuing to recognise, order and count 1-10 then 

1-20. Again, any practice with this at home is greatly appreciated. 

Don’t forget to check the school website (Reception page under the Our Curriculum tab) to see what our 

weekly focus is in Maths and Literacy . This can then help with supporting their learning at home. 

 

Home Reading 

Hopefully you have all been able to log onto the online home reading scheme ‘Bug Club’ by now. The children 

all received a bookmark which had their personal login details on it, giving them access to books for this half 

term. Bug Club is something you can do with your child in addition to the current home reading scheme, so 

please do continue to read the books sent home in book bags. We cannot over-emphasise the importance of 

re-reading familiar books to develop the children’s fluency and comprehension, so please do read the Bug 

Club books and home reading books over and over.  

With your home reading books, please spend time discussing the pictures, tricky words, the punctuation, and 

synopsis of the book with your child. This will really help develop their reading. Please can the children bring 

book bags on a Monday and a Friday only.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwJx1NSineE


 

As always however, a great picture book and story is wonderful to listen to and enjoy, questions about the 

stories, characters and what might happen next all lead towards becoming a more fluent, interested and able 

reader.  

 

 

 

Clothing 

We have noticed some items are still not labelled.  Please could you label or re-label your child’s clothing with 

their name as it really helps us to get the children out on time at the end of the day. Any help you can give us 

in supporting the children to become more independent with their clothes would be very much appreciated 

this includes practising hanging up clothes at the neck, pulling sleeves the right way, zipping or buttoning-up 

coats etc. 

 

Open Classrooms 

As we are not able to invite you in for open classroom, we will be sharing photos of our class displays on the 

google classroom at the end of this half term. 

 

Water Bottles 

Please try to remember your child’s water bottle every day. We would prefer not to use cups due to the 

Covid situation. If you do forget the bottle, then please could you either drop the water bottle in to the 

office or buy a bottle of water from a local shop. Many thanks for your understanding. 

 

 

Finally, we thank you so much for your continued support and wish you and your children a happy and 

successful half term.  

Best wishes, 

Mrs Warriss and the Reception Team 


