
 

 

 

 

Year Two Newsletter – Autumn Term 1 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

We hope you have all had a restful summer. We will endeavor to make this half term’s learning as 

stimulating, creative and safe as possible given the current circumstances and look forward to 

working in partnership with you and your child over the forthcoming year. 

 

The Year Two teaching team is: 

Magritte Class: Miss Elizabeth Sewell, Mrs. Sue Stopher  

Picasso Class: Mrs. Sophie Christopher-Brooks, Ms. Sarah Howell and Ms. Paton 

Hepworth Class: Ms. Sinead Power & Mrs. Lynn Pearson  

  

This half term our topic is ‘Bright Lights, Big City’. We will be learning about London past and 

present and about the Great Fire of London.  In lieu of visiting the Tower of London, we will be 

attending a cross-curricular workshop led by the Oxford Trust to support our cross-curricular 

learning of the Great Fire of London. 

 

Physical Education 

Each child needs to arrive on allocated PE days in a school approved PE Kit.   

Plain black shorts or jogging bottoms with a plain white t-shirt. PE shorts and jogging bottoms are 

available on our school uniform site. We also ask that plimsolls or trainers are plain black or 

white. 

 

 PE will take place on the following days: 

Hepworth: Thursday (KICK London) & Friday 

Picasso: Monday (KICK London) & Thursday 

Magritte: Thursday (KICK London) & Friday  

All children will need to come to school dressed in their PE kit on the allocated days above.  

 

 

Open Classroom  

We cannot host these this term however we will be posting on the school blog for the year group 

each week. Each class will share a greater amount of detail on the blog at the end of each half 

term.  
 

Please see the attached scheme of work for this half term for more information on the areas of 

learning. We hope that this will help you as you support your child with their learning outside 

school.  

 

We hope that your children will settle happily in their new classes; please do not hesitate to 

contact us with any concerns. 

 

The Year 2 Team 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 2 SCHEME OF WORK FOR AUTUMN 1 2020-2021 

 

ENGLISH 

The children will be working on their phonics, spelling patterns and sentence work alongside the 

following areas: 

 Writing- the children will read and work on a selection of fiction and non-fiction texts, 

using a wide range of activities, including drama and role-play. They will research and 

sequence historical events and will write a diary in role. Through innovating a familiar 

story, they will plan and write their own version of an unlikely friendship based on a high 

quality text. 



 Handwriting – we will be working on correct letter formation and basic letter joins. 

 Reading- children will begin to take part in whole class reading of a high quality text as 

well as individual reading with an adult. They will take home books from our Home Reading 

programme after they have been assessed. Two reading books will be going home once a 

week on a Monday, to be returned on a Friday. 

 

PHONICS SCREENING CHECK 

As the phonics screening check was cancelled in June 2020, our current Year 2 pupils did not take 

the check in Year 1. The government have made it statutory, for this year only, for schools to 

administer a past version of the phonics screening check to Year 2 pupils during the second half of 

the 2020 autumn term (Oct – Dec). We will be preparing the children for this and planning lots of 

phonics activities in school.  We have attached for you a sample of what the phonics screening test 

looks like.  Children who do not meet the expected standard in the autumn will need to complete 

the statutory check in June 2021.  

 

MATHS 

We will be following the Southwark scheme of work based on the 2014 National Curriculum and 

incorporating elements of the Maths Mastery programme, White Rose.  

Below are the areas of Numeracy learning that are the focus for this half term. 

 

• Addition, subtraction, multiplication and division 

• Partitioning 

• One step word problems 

• Times tables and division facts – 2s, 5s and 10s 

• Measuring length 

• 2D and 3D shapes 

• Handling data 

• Telling the time to quarter past and quarter to the hour. 

 

SCIENCE 

We will be identifying and comparing the suitability of a variety of everyday materials and how 

materials change when they are bent, squished, twisted and stretched. Children will use their 

knowledge of materials to design and build their own bridge inspired by London landmarks. 

 

PSHE 

The children will begin by devising their own class Golden rules based on the school’s Behaviour 

Policy and ‘Getting to know you…’ is the theme for the half term. This includes learning to 

appreciate others, being considerate, respectful and demonstrating responsibility by working hard 

and recognising how their behaviour affects others. Thereafter following the school’s PSHE 

scheme, “You, Me and PSHE”, the children will consider ways of keeping safe.  

 

COMPUTING 

Children will be using an animation app on the iPads to retell the story of the Great Fire of London.  

 

RE 

Children will be learning about festivals that are important to Jewish people and how they are 

similar to other festivals, both in Judaism and other faiths. 

We will also be learning about the significance of harvest, and the importance of sharing. Children 

will also be taking part in a Harvest Festival but based at school rather than at St Barnabas as 

usual. 

 

TOPIC: Bright Lights Big City (Geography, History, Science, DT and PSHE)  

Our topic this half term will include: 

 investigating the history of London, including The Great Fire of 1666, using a range of 

sources of information, including non-fiction texts, the internet  

 thinking about London in geographical terms, including looking at a range of maps 

 baking cheese rolls like Thomas Farriner and exploring materials to design and build 

bridges 

 fire safety where we recognise dangers within the house and make connections to our 

English and History text 


